
   

 

 

  

Year 5 

Rivers and Canals Knowledge Organiser 

Use of rivers today: a) water supply, trade, 

transport, food source, irrigation, power, leisure 

Course of a river 

Upper course is closest to the source of the river. The land is usually high and 

mountainous, and the river has a steep gradient with fast-flowing water. It 

includes V-shaped valleys, rapids, waterfalls and gorges.  b) Middle course is 

where the river starts to slow down. It gets wider, and travels in winding loops. It 

includes floodplains, meanders and oxbow lakes.  c) Lower course is the last 

course of a river. The gradient is at its gentlest, as the river approaches the sea. 

It usually has a wide, smooth channel, and the water moves at its slows. 

River Tame  

3. Parts of a river:  

a) Source – where the river starts from, usually a lake, 

snowfield or spring  

b) Banks – the edge or sides of the river that the water 

flows within  

 c) Course – the path of the river  

 d) Tributary - a stream or river that feeds into a larger 

watercourse.  

e) River bed – the bottom surface of the river, which 

the water flows on top  

 f) Floodplain – an area of low lying ground adjacent to a 

river   

g) Meander - a bend in a river  

h) Oxbow – a crescent shaped lake lying alongside a 

winding river  

i) Mouth - a place where the river ends. It is where it 

usually meets the sea, ocean, a lake or a larger river. 


